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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY

A WEEKLY ROUND UP OF ARTICLES ABOUT EMPLOYMENT, THE LABOUR MARKET,
SKILLS TRAINING AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

THIS WEEK IN THE BANGLADESH ENGLISH
PRESS...

...jobs are being lost in traditional handicrafts but created in established
and new manufacturing sectors. We get to the bottom of the
controversies around Bangladesh, the garments industry and the
General System of Preferences. But migrant labour continues to be a
complicated issue with often surprising stories.

EMPLOYMENT’S EBB AND FLOW

Two weeks ago we highlighted a news article on the decline in
traditional sari weaving. This week we see that other handicraft
industries are also under threat. The Daily Star writes on the potters of
Bogra; The Independent on the traditional silk industry in Rajshahi. The
Financial Express describes the vulnerability of the blacksmiths of
Pabna.

But as jobs are lost in some traditional sectors, innovations and global
demand are offering up work in other areas. From shoemaking to
shipbuilding business is booming.

RIDING HIGH

Thanks to the industry insight of its owner Leatherex now employs
1200 people in it leather products business writes The Daily Star. The
Financial Express reports new orders for Navy-managed Khulna
Shipyard. And The Independent tells us bicycles are now a significant
export. One company alone employs 7000 people producing bikes for
both international and domestic markets.

In agriculture jute farmers are doing well and commanding higher
prices this year says The Independent and The Daily Star. But The Daily
Star warns that global demand for jute products is still weak.

From dragon fruit in Jhenidah to tomatoes in Rajshahi, farmers are
succeeding with new crops. Dairy farmers may also prosper with
access to loans at better rates.

GENERAL SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES: BOTTOMING IT OUT

We have discussed the USA’s suspension of Bangladesh from the
General System of Preferences before. Everyone seems to have a
different opinion regarding the suspension and the importance of the
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traded agreement. Are we finally getting to get to the bottom of the
issue this week?

The Minister for Industries expressed his frustration with the
suspension from the General System of Preferences. But The Financial
Express also noted the Minister was optimistic about future growth in
the garments sector.

This optimism is widely shared with the Daily Star publishing findings
from a recent McKinsey survey of top global retailers. Buyers believe
Bangladesh will be the number one source of ready-made garments
over the next five years.

A QUESTION OF IMAGE AND CONFIDENCE

The Financial Express previously reported that inclusion in the General
System of Preferences had very little financial advantage. But this week
the same paper concluded that exclusion is a potential disadvantage.
The paper speculates other trading partners might follow the USA and
exclude Bangladesh from similar trade agreements.

At a seminar on the garments sector held in Dhaka, participants reached
similar conclusions about the General System of Preferences. It is more
about image and business confidence that immediate financial benefits.

THE TRAVAILS AND TRIUMPHS OF MIGRANT WORK

The Financial Express says there are seven million Bangladeshis
working overseas. But suggests future migrants could benefit from
vocational training to ready them for skilled jobs.

Despite large number of Bangladeshis going to the Middle East for
work, The Daily Star notes the odd situation in Saudi Arabia where
Bangladeshi workers are being priced out of the market.

The Daily Star reported on a conference held in Kathmandu. Speakers
discussed the problems of migrant workers from South Asia, and
proposed policies that might benefit migrants.

Finally, on a positive note, we hear about progress on Qatar’s Wage
Protection Scheme, which comes into force later this year.
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